Wellington Honoured by Parliament

took place on June 28th, when shortly after three o'clock in
the afternoon he took his place for the first time in the House
of Lords, being introduced by the Dukes of Richmond and
Beaufort and wearing under his ducal robes the uniform of a
Field-Marshal, with the Star of the Garter.

After the usual ceremonies had been enacted, the Lord
Chancellor made a formal speech of welcome, in the course
of which he referred

to a fact in your Grace's life, singular I believe, in the history of the
country, and infinitely honorable to your Grace, that you have manifested
upon your first entrance into this House, your right under various grants
to all the dignities in the Peerage of this realm which the crown can con-
fer. These dignities have been conferred at various periods, but in the
short compass of little more than four years, for great public services
occurring in rapid succession. . . .1

On July ist the Duke of Wellington attended to receive
the public thanks of the House of Commons, when in express-
ing his gratitude for the honour done to him he laid the credit
of his military successes to

the confidence reposed in me by His Majesty's Ministers, and by the
Comrnander-in-Chief, by the gracious favour of His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, and by the reliance which I had on the support of
my gallant friends, the General Officers of the army, and on the bravery
of the officers and troops. . . .2

The Speaker, in reply, after praising the Duke's martial
exploits, paid him the still higher tribute of praising his
character.

It is not, however [said he], the grandeur of military success which
has alone fixed our admiration, or commanded our applause; it has
been that generous and lofty spirit which inspired your troops with
unbounded confidence, and taught them to know that the day of battle
was always a day of victory; that moral courage and enduring fortitude,
which in perilous times, when gloom and doubt had beset ordinary
minds, stood, nevertheless unshaken ; and that ascendancy of character,

1 Dispatches, Vol. XII, pp. 63, 64.
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